
Sunday 29th June 2025 

Saint Peter the Apostle 
 

Nehemiah 8.1-12 
A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah 
 

All the people gathered together into the square 
before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to 
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord 
had given to Israel. Accordingly, Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month. He 
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 
from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who could 
understand, and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. Ezra the scribe stood 
on a wooden platform that had been made for the 
purpose and Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was standing above all the people, 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then 
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the 
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. Also, the 
Levites helped the people to understand the law, 
while the people remained in their places. So, they 
read from the book, from the law of God, with 
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 
people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who 
was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the 
people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they 
heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, 
“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not 
be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” So 
the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, 
for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the 
people went their way to eat and drink and to send 
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they 
had understood the words that were declared to 
them. 
 

Psalm 125 
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,  
   which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 
As the hills stand about Jerusalem,  
   so the Lord stands round about his people, 
      from this time forth for evermore. 
 

The sceptre of wickedness shall not hold sway 
      over the land allotted to the righteous,  
   lest the righteous turn their hands to evil. 
Do good, O Lord, to those who are good,  
   and to those who are true of heart. 

Those who turn aside to crooked ways 
    the Lord shall take away with the evildoers;  
but let there be peace upon Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning  
is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Acts 12.1-11 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon 
some who belonged to the church.  He had James, 
the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he 
saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 
Peter also. (This was during the festival of 
Unleavened Bread.) When he had seized him, he put 
him in prison and handed him over to four squads of 
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to 
the people after the Passover. While Peter was kept 
in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. 
The very night before Herod was going to bring him 
out, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping 
between two soldiers, while guards in front of the 
door were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly 
an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in 
the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, 
saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his 
wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and 
put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, 
‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter 
went out and followed him; he did not realize that 
what was happening with the angel’s help was real; 
he thought he was seeing a vision.  After they had 
passed the first and the second guard, they came 
before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened 
for them of its own accord, and they went outside 
and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel 
left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now 
I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all 
that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 
 

Matthew 16.13-19 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?’  And they said, ‘Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, 
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I 
tell you, you are Peter and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.’ 


