
Sunday 16th March 2025  
Second Sunday of Lent 

 

The Collect  
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light 
of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into the 
fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those 
things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all 
such things as are agreeable to the same; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Genesis 15.1-18 
The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great 
reward.” But Abram said, Sovereign Lord, what can you give 
me since I remain childless and the one who will 
inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram 
said, “You have given me no children; so, a servant in my 
household will be my heir.” Then the word of the Lord came 
to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your 
own flesh and blood will be your heir.”  He took him outside 
and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed 
you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring[d] be.”  Abram believed the Lord, and he credited 
it to him as righteousness. He also said to him, “I am 
the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to take possession of it.” But Abram said, 
“Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession 
of it?”  So, the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat 
and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a 
young pigeon.” Abram brought all these to him, cut them in 
two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, 
however, he did not cut in half. Then birds of prey came 
down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. As the 
sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick 
and dreadful darkness came over him.  Then the Lord said 
to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your 
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and 
that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. But I will 
punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they 
will come out with great possessions.  You, however, will go 
to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old 
age.  In the fourth generation your descendants will come 
back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached 
its full measure.” When the sun had set and darkness had 
fallen, a smoking fire pot with a blazing torch appeared and 
passed between the pieces. On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give 
this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the 
Euphrates. 
 

Psalm 27 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
      whom then shall I fear?  
The Lord is the strength of my life; 
      of whom then shall I be afraid? 
When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, came 
     upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 
Though a host encamp against me, 
      my heart shall not be afraid,  
   and though there rise up war against me, 
      yet will I put my trust in him. 
One thing have I asked of the Lord and that alone I seek:  
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
      all the days of my life, 
To behold the fair beauty of the Lord  
   and to seek his will in his temple. 
For in the day of trouble he shall hide me in his shelter;  
   in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me 
      and set me high upon a rock. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son  
    and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning 

is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Philippians 3.17-4.1 
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe 
those who live according to the example you have in us. 
For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have 
often told you of them, and now I tell you even with 
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and 
their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on 
earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is 
from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our 
humiliation so that it may be conformed to the body of 
his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all 
things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and 
sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
                                                     

Luke 13.31-end 
At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to 
him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. 
Herod wants to kill you.” He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I 
will keep on driving out demons and healing people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach 
my goal.’  In any case, I must press on today and 
tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can 
die outside Jerusalem!  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who 
kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often 
I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not 
willing.  Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell 
you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 

Post Communion Prayer.  
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves: keep us both outwardly in 
our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A%201-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-363c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A%201-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-366d

