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Save the Date - 

CTiC Annual Gathering & AGM 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

The CTIC Annual Gathering (including AGM) will be held on Saturday, 15 June 

2024, at Newbiggin Village Hall (CA11 0HT) from 10.30am to 3.00pm. There will 

be input from the Cumbria Ecumenical Spirituality Group in the form of 

workshops, taking the theme: PRAYER - COMING HOME. 

We encourage groups to include this in their planning for the year. More details 

to follow. 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Leaving Thoughts from Revd. Andrew Dodd 
 
 

 



 

 

After four years in post, Andrew has 

now stepped down as President of 

Churches Together in Cumbria. We 

are grateful to him for holding this 

role for four years - an extra two 

years to the usual term - and greatly 

value the time and commitment he 

has given to encourage and support 

ecumenical relations in the 

county. We will formally 

mark  Andrew’s retirement at the 

AGM on 15 June. 
  

 

There is currently no successor to the role, but we are thankful that Richard 

Snow has taken up the Vice Presidency.  Here is a last message from Andrew. 
 
 

 

I have now left the role of President of CTiC having served for a double stint of 

four years. 

This period has been marked by severe difficulty in maintaining ecumenical 

dialogue and action, due not least to the period of lockdown which altered the 

church landscape significantly and from which we see slow signs of recovery. 

Recovery to what was before is not on the cards in my opinion. The ground has 

and continues to shift under our feet as financial, societal, and structural 

challenge presses upon many organisations. 

The ecumenical endeavour is ever before us. In the common vernacular, to ‘silo’ 

or ‘bubble’ denominationally or theologically is a recipe for ultimate decline. 

Ecumenism encompasses prophetic, sacrificial, boundary breaking dynamic open 

spiritual hope. In 'God for All' covenantal action of the Anglican, Methodist, 

United Reformed and Salvation Army, in which CTiC is invited to participate at 

appropriate levels, we have seen that spirit in operation. Lengthy formal 

processes to date are hopefully yielding to practical ways forward. Churches 

Together groups have shown commendable resilience and, while maintenance of 

organisational structures is challenging, good local relationships remain the 'glue’ 

sustaining and promoting the Church in the world. Greater freedom needs to be 

experienced by local groups to adapt structures to changing circumstances. 

CTiC as a charity continues by its trustees and employees to pursue an effective 

interface between Church and society and is the ‘go to’ body by statutory and 

voluntary bodies for consultation and action. This dynamic, often featured in the 

monthly newsletter, can benefit local ecumenism and a soon to be conducted 

survey by CTiC and the Cinnamon network for the Westmoreland and Furness 



unitary authority of the contribution of faith communities to society will add 

weight to role of the local Church in our communities. As President of CTiC I have 

facilitated the meeting of church leaders which has proved a valuable forum. I 

was privileged to share in the collegial intent, mutuality, and deep fellowship. 

Their continued meeting is planned with a new president yet to be appointed by 

the group. 

My thanks go to many with whom I have shared the ecumenical endeavour 

particularly trustees of CTiC. Special thanks go to Sheila Goodliffe who 

undertook management and administrative roles as Vice President during my 

tenure. 

I am retiring as a trustee of the charity in a time of great challenge to allow a ‘new 

broom’ some sweep space and whilst I will have no formal role for CTiC, continue 

to value the ministry and those who share in it with profound appreciation. 

 

Andrew 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Anna Chaplaincy Cumbria News 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 



  

 
 

 

As we welcome the New Year of 2024 in, we look back at the last year to the 

incredible things our Anna Chaplains and Anna Friends have been doing in the 

community to bring God's light to the far reaches of Cumbria. 

The Anna Chaplains and Friends in Kendal were welcomed into the residential 

homes in which they bring the ministry, to make Christmas decorations for the 

spectacular Christmas tree for Anna Chaplaincy. Each year the residents make 

festive decorations which are then placed on the Anna Chaplaincy tree at the 

Kendal Parish Church Christmas Tree Festival. The theme for 2023 was, 'Under 

the Sea', with a spectacular array of creative, imaginative decorations. The 

residents were brought along to the church to see the trees and their own 

handiwork. This lovely festival gives the residents the chance to feel part of the 

celebrations. 

Christmas festivities continued with the very successful Christmas Tea service, 

which had 103 people present which included 22 from Vicarage Park School who, 

once again sang beautifully for everyone. They were joined in their singing by the 

Sedbergh Songsters who lead the carols and sing along. The Sedbergh 

Songsters began as a group of people, some living with dementia and some not, 

that was set up by Dignity in Dementia, a local non-profit organisation helping 

people and their families throughout Cumbria. The Sedbergh Songsters join with 

Anna Chaplaincy in Kendal each year at the Christmas Tea Service and always 

start with a great sing a long during refreshments. 

Thanks and much gratitude is given to Anna Chaplain, Beverley Moore, her 5 

Anna Friends and 7 volunteers and the Reverend Shanthi Thompson for her 

continued support of this ministry. 



In Dent the Reverend Christine Brown organised a Christmas meal with the 

Meadowside Cafe, with 18 people attending. This wonderful Christmas dinner 

has become a well attended celebration each year since it was started. Reverend 

Christine Brown will also be training a number of Anna Friends in January who will 

visit the patients that she goes to see as part of her Chaplaincy. As part of this 

training, Polly from Dent has kindly offered to speak about 'Deaf Awareness' to 

the Anna Chaplains across Cumbria. 

Much gratitude and thanks goes to Reverend Christine Brown and all the 

volunteers for their wonderful work they have achieved this last year. 

Barrow in Furness Anna Chaplains and Friends have had another very successful 

year and finished the celebrations at Christmas with the hugely popular and 

blessed 'Christmas Hearts'. These wonderful hearts, 700 in total are knitted by a 

number of the community and Anna Chaplains and Friends. This year young 

people from St Bernard's High school in Barrow spent their lunch time writing 

tags for the hearts. These were then put on the hearts ready for them to be given 

to all of the residents in the nursing homes and care homes. The hearts also go 

to the older people in Furness General hospital who may be spending Christmas 

in hospital, to give them hope and bring God's light to them. 

Furness General hospital had the wards blessed with music, as the Anna Friend 

Phoebe organised a beautiful singing group. 

The ministry has also been supporting the Dementia Teas, which is very well 

attended. This is along with visits to patients within the hospital and visits to 

residential homes. 

Thanks and much gratitude is given to the Anna Chaplain Janis, and the Anna 

Friends Phoebe, Lois, Rachel, Julie and Karen and all of the volunteers in Barrow 

for their wonderful ministry this year. A huge thank you is also given to the 

Steering Group, for their tireless support and encouragement in this project and 

their incredible vision for the future of Anna Chaplaincy in Barrow. A big thank 

you is also given to the young people at St Bernard's High school for their help 

with the Christmas hearts. 

In the North of the county, the Anna Chaplains and Friends had a busy year in 

2023 going to see people and offer the ministry in nursing homes in the county 

and residential homes. They have also been welcomed in the community as they 

visit people in their own home. Some of the Anna Chaplains made crafts with the 

residents and people at home, saying prayers of support, taking communion or 

just being there for someone as a friend. Christmas gift bags were also made and 

taken to a number of people in the community. 



Thanks and much gratitude is given to all of the Anna Chaplains and Friends, 

Joan, Jim, Kathryn, Wendy, Brenda, Gill, Cindy, Julie and the volunteers for their 

dedicated service this last year and the friendship they offer to all they minister 

to. 

We are blessed to have a new Anna Chaplain, Carol, starting in the New Year 

from the Inglewood Benefice. Carol brings with her a wealth of experience as she 

is a counsellor and has been a CRUISE bereavement counsellor. We welcome 

Carol to Anna Chaplaincy in Cumbria and look forward to everyone meeting her. 

Anna Chaplaincy has been working across the community with other services 

offering support for the older person. During January – March, Age UK will be 

holding regular drop in sessions for older people in the Old Town Hall, Carlisle. 

The focus will be on the cost of living crisis, although it is hoped that it will also 

be a social occasion too. 

Tea at the Town Hall, every Tuesday 10-12. Free hot drink and a biscuit and 

natter. If you would like to hear more about this service, please 

contact Joanne.Rayson@ageukcarlisleandeden.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Successful Virtual Commissioning Service for 
Sam Pester (Anna Chaplaincy Lead) 
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New Cumbria Anna Chaplaincy Lead was commissioned in a very modern way on 

the 24th January as heavy snow and wind meant that the service had to be held 

on Zoom instead of in person. 

It was a lovely service led by Di Armstrong (Cumbria Anna Chaplaincy Chair) and 

Debbie Ducille (BRF Ministry Lead for Anna Chaplaincy), with Anna Chaplains and 

Anna Friends from around the county joining and taking part in the service. 

CTiC welcomes Sam warmly, and she has already been very busy and pushing 

the project forward in Cumbria. 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

For any enquiries about Anna Chaplaincy in Cumbria do get in touch 

at ac@churchestogethercumbria.org.uk 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for ongoing news. 

 

 
Anna Chaplaincy Cumbria Facebook Page 

 
    

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Retirement of Nicola Reynolds – Lead 
Emergency Response Planning Officer 
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Methodist minister, Nicola Reynolds moved to Cumbria in 2001 where she joined 

the Solway Circuit and took up the role of lead officer for co-ordinating a 

response in the event of an emergency. As an Ex Wren (Women’s Royal Navy 

search and rescue) she had the logistical skills that were needed, as well as the 

ability to be cool in a crisis. 

Sometimes the message was simply ‘keep away’, and she well remembers the 

2007 Cumbria Rail crash at Grayrigg, where police and fire brigade couldn’t get to 

the crash because of the rush by the media and the curious to get to the site. 

Similarly, when the shootings took place in West Cumbria in 2010, the message 

was to keep indoors. 

However more often the message is that help is needed, and the churches rallied 

to help for the flood of 2009, and then again for the 2015 Floods in Cockermouth, 

which Nicola described as ‘the big one’. 

Indeed the church has always worked with their communities to provide 

substantial and vital help in every emergency. 

Nicola’s role has been to set up a network of communication across the county, 

in order to connect the county council, the emergency services and the local 

churches. This has involved finding key people who will act as co-ordinators 

across the county, and across the denominations. 

Thankfully, emergencies don’t happen very often, but background work 

continues – the work of creating and maintaining contacts, and also of taking part 

in an occasional dummy-run to test and improve the plan. 



So we are hugely grateful to Nicola for holding this role for over 20 years, and are 

looking for someone to take up the baton. 

For more information, contact gwen@churchestogethercumbria.org.uk 

We are also grateful for Nicola’s input into CTIC over many years as a member of 

the executive, and more recently as trustee. Thank you, Nicola, – you will be 

missed! 
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January to June 24 Programme 
Christian Meditation Cumbria 

 

Our programme for the first half of 2024 is now available 



here: https://bit.ly/4aXbaOC Please do  take a look. If possible, do download, 

print, and share with your meditation group and faith community. 

 

On Saturday 27th January at Ambleside Parish Centre, Bob Morley will be 

leading a day of gathering under the theme ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Light’. It's a time for our community to spend a day together with meditation, 

poems, Taizé chant, Maranatha yoga, and time to talk. You can read the draft 

programme here: https://bit.ly/3S3fV0J Please contact Bob Morley for more 

information rgm1@live.co.uk 

 

Living with the Mystics continues on Tuesday 6th February at Ambleside 

Parish Centre when we will be sharing our experiences of 'living with' 

contemporary writer and mystic Annie Dillard. Richard Broughton will introduce 

her and you can find some notes and reading suggestions 

here: https://bit.ly/3O1moYE . Please contact Bob Morley for more 

information rgm1@live.co.uk 

 

We're opening booking for our Hyning Retreat Friday 15th to Sunday 17th 

March. This will be a silent residential retreat and we're glad to announce 

thatChris Collingwood, who is an Anglican priest and a Zen teacher, will lead on 

the theme of Zen and Christian Meditation. Please book with Heather Keogh 

atheatherandpeter@keoghfamily.co.uk. 

 

We are glad to welcome Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz to Ambleside Parish Centre 

on Sunday 16th June on the theme 'The Aramaic Jesus'. 

 

WCCM in the UK holds its annual conference at Minsteracres Friday 7th to 

Sunday 9th June, with Rev Dr Sarah Bachelard. Please click here for more 

information: https://bit.ly/3SkQJ63 

 

Christine Pickering from our community is also part of Maranatha Yoga, which 

intersects Yoga and Christian Spirituality offering movement and ways into silent 

prayer. Their newsletter can be read here: http://eepurl.com/iHxJDw 

 

Best wishes 2024 from Alison, Bob, Christine, Diana, Heather, Lisa and Richard 

Please feel free forward this email to your contacts. If not already subscribed to 

this list, the signup link is here: http://eepurl.com/dnkgzP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Linking Lives 
 

Befriending Coordinator 

This recruitment is currently paused, whilst we consider the candidates who 

have already applied. 
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We may open this again, if those prove unsuccessful. 

 

CTiP is recruiting a Linking Lives Befriending Coordinator, 12 hrs/wk £11.50/hr. 

 

Are you caring, concerned about loneliness, reliable and flexible, with good 

administrative and communication skills? 

 

Here is our full recruitment pack - with full details of how to apply directly, or via 

the Indeed Jobs website. 

Application Pack - click here to download  
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When I thought, “My foot slips,” Your 

steadfast love, O LORD, 

helped me up. When the cares of my 

heart are many, Your consolations 

cheer my soul. 

 

Psalm 94:18-19 
 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

CTiC Trustees and Staff 
 
 

 

Our Trustees: 

Revd Richard Snow - CTiC Vice President - rector@therainbowparish.org 

Revd Kath Dodd - CTiC Treasurer - kath.dodd@btinternet.com 

Derek Lacey - Social Responsibility Forum Chair 

Bill Bewley - Church Leaders Representative 

Revd Paul Burden - Churches Together Group Representative 

Our Staff: 

Samantha Pester - Anna Chaplaincy Lead - annie@churchestogethercumbria.org.uk 

Gwen Backhouse - Virtual Assistant / Admin 

- admin@churchestogethercumbria.org.uk 
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